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Course Syllabus 
 
Course Information 
  
Course Title: Sociology 
  
Course Number: 238 
  
Course Date: Semester course (Spring) 
  
Course Location: Room  228 
  
Instructor(s): Beth Kilgore bkilgore@rsu22.us 
 
Course Description: Sociology is the systematic study of society, including patterns of social 

relationships, group interactions, and culture.  Students of sociology 
investigate and analyze societal behaviors in order to understand social order, 
acceptance, and changing norms.  Typical topics include: Socialization, 
Culture, Deviance and Conformity, Family, Race and Ethnicity, and Social 
Inequality.  Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, 
create and present projects, and respond to assigned readings.  Circle 
discussions are held on a weekly basis with students expected to come fully 
prepared to collaborate on analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating the 
assigned readings and videos.  Discussions are expected to be lively, 
revealing, and transformative as we investigate some of the more 
controversial topics in society today.  

  
  
Prerequisite/Program: Senior level 
 
Graduation Standards: See below 
 
Standards: Sociological Perspective and Methods of Inquiry 

Students will identify, differentiate among, and apply a variety of 
sociological theories 

 
                                              Social Structure: Culture, Institutions, and Society 
                                              Students will describe the components of culture 
 
                                              Social Relationships: Self, Groups, and Socialization 
                                              Students will describe the process of socialization across the life course 
 
                                              Stratification and Inequality 
                                              Students will examine and analyze contributing factors driving division and 

inequality in society 
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21st Century Learning Expectations 
● Learning Habits (self-directed, lifelong learner; clear, effective 

communicator) 
● Collaboration (responsible and involved citizen) 
● Complex Reasoning (creative and practical problem solver; 

integrative, informed thinker) 
 

 
 
Learning Outcomes 

1.    Be able to identify, discuss, and compare/contrast  the major sociological 
perspectives. 

2.    Be able to distinguish between macro and micro level sociological 
perspectives and some of the important contributing theorists. 

3. Be able to understand how humans develop social consciousness, 
self-concepts, and moral codes.  

4. Be able to understand and appreciate multicultural similarities and 
differences. 

5. Be able to associate the different historical experiences, values, norms, 
and belief systems with specific cultures nationally and maybe even 
globally. 

6. Be able to analyze the way societies assign labels of deviance, 
conformity and social control to different behaviors in society. 

7. Be able to analyze and assess historical and contemporary examples 
concerning the social construction of race, ethnicity, gender, social 
status, economic class, and learn how these change over time. 

  
Instructional Methods 
  
Methods: Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, create and 

present group projects, and respond to assigned readings.  Circle discussions 
are frequent with students expected to collaborate with the class on 
analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating assigned readings.  The teacher will 
also implement lectures, offer questions, and use video to provide students 
with the foundations and structure necessary for an introductory course. 

  
Supporting Materials 
  
Online text: https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-2e  (selected passages) 
Online articles from sociology periodicals and mass media platforms 
  
Assignments 

. 
Major Themes/Units 

● Introduction to Sociology 
○ Sociology as a field of study  
○ What is normal? 
○ The 3 Major Perspectives 
○ Emil Durkheim’s studies on suicide and society 

● Culture 
○ Development and change over time 
○ Four Elements 

● Deviance 
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○ Film: The House I Live In (The criminalization of minority behavior) 
○ Conformity and Social Control 
○ Merton’s Strain Theory 

● Socialization 
○ Nature vs Nurture: Genie, the Wild Child 
○ The Self 
○ Gender: stereotyping and socialization 
○ Film: Miss Representation 

● Stratification 
○ Ascribed vs Achieved status (poverty and wealth) 
○ Race and Ethnicity 

■ Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack 
■ Is race a real thing? 

 
Assessments  
  
Formative assessment tools 

● Questions on Google Classroom  
● Quizzes using online app (Socrative Student) 
● Class discussions 
● Exit tickets 

 
Summative assessment tools 

● Reading quizzes (objective and subjective) 
● Writing assignments 
● Video reflections 
● Projects and presentations  
● Unit exams and Final exam 

 
 
  
Grading Policy Students are expected to come to class having done the readings and prep 

work assigned so that the class can move forward through the curriculum. 
Frequent quizzes will be the norm to assess understanding of the readings 
and materials.  Late points or no credit for other assignments will be 
determined at the discretion of the teacher.  At some point, the validity of the 
student work is no longer acceptable due to the timing of the curriculum or 
end of ranking period.  
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